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Course Description:   This course assists participants in organizing both the indoor and outdoor environments to encourage play and exploration. Topics covered include: arrangement of space to promote active learning; selection of developmentally appropriate equipment; planning and implementing a schedule that responds to the changing needs of children, based on rituals and routines; and selecting materials that demonstrate respect for individual children’s sex, family, language and cultural group. 
Course Objectives:  This course is designed to assist participants in:

· Designing appropriate curriculum for different age groups.

· Providing consistent routines and rituals and know how to modify them as children’s needs, interests and abilities change. 

· Balancing learning experiences appropriately: quiet and active, child-initiated vs. teacher guided; individual vs. group; indoor & outdoor; modifying them as children’s needs, interests and abilities change. 

· Using the information gained from observation to plan curriculum and learning experiences for the children. 

Student Learning Outcomes:   The participants should be able to: 

· State the importance of appropriately arranging the physical space and materials to encourage children’s exploration and experiential activities.

· Develop a floor plan of current classroom.  

· Design and/or adapt curriculum for different groups of children, including those with special needs
· Articulate the importance of the practitioner taking an active, intentional role as teacher – in settings that are based on the concept that play is “child’s work”. 
· Build on their ability to use information from observation to plan learning experiences for the children.

Length of Course:
10 lecture hours
Prerequisite:

None

Grading Method:
Letter Grade (A-F)

Required Text:
Reading Packet: Best Practices, Intentional Teaching and 



Integration of Curriculum
Academic Honesty:  As a community of scholars, we depend on the research and scholarship of others to inform and support our ideas. All institutions of higher learning, including Clackamas Community College, require students and teachers to give credit to any source, written, verbal or electronic, from which ideas or research are borrowed. To fail to do so constitutes plagiarism and can result in the failure of the class.

TOPIC OUTLINE:
· Best Practices – what it is and what it is not.
· Room Arrangement as a Teaching Strategy
· What is an Intentional Teacher
· Integration of Curriculum
· The Project Approach

· Planning Based on Observations.

